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CITY OF WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY MORNING, JANUARY 25, 1854,

CONGR

L TS

SPEECH OF HON. J. M. CLAYTON,
OF DELAWARE}

Sennte January 12 and 16, 1854, on the
Clayton- Bulwer treaty.

Monday, Fanuary 15, 1851
The Senale having the rame subject under considera-

thirngd in the

m:h CLAYTON said: Mr. President, I feel that [ owe
un l;;olngy to the Senate for venluring, in iy present
staie of hewlth, 10 @ddress it in continuation of this debate,
Since the period of the lsst adjournment ol the Senate, I
have -mﬂu- occupied o sick room; bat the lengih ol
\ime which has elapsed since that has been so great, that

the President of the United States upon the ordinary
mwatters which oceur here i relation to the foreign al-
fairs of the country, what would be our situation? O/
sixly two senalois each might find it necessary to murch
up 1o the mansion of the President of the United States,
aid ask his thoughis or views in reference (o all mat-
ters; of does the senator think all the members of the
Committee on Foreign Relations should go as a body ?
Or would the l:nnomgla senator have us move a solemn
resolution on every occusion upon which any informa-
tion i asked ¥ Every practical man, every mao of busi-
ness who hus éver served here as a senator, knows that
it would be utterly impossible for us to obtain the in-
formation whicl 18 necessary for our action, without
constantly resorting to the information obtained in per-
sonal conferences with the chairman of thst commitiee,
The senator understands from these remarks what 1
meant when | said that the ehairman of the Commitles

Mr. CASS. [ do not remember about that; but 1 be.
lieve the report in the Globe to be conect.

Mr. CLAYTON, Well, mir, | will take that report, and
ou the [ace of that 1 will show that the senator did chaige
me, mn substance and effect, with humﬁ recognised the
British title in Honduras, although he lectured me so
strongly yesterduy in his speech for haviog suid that be
did it, nithough he admitted yesterday that, * independ

therelote, when the honorable senntor called upon him
on the 0th of Janwary, 1553, and asked him whatber he
hud ever authorized me 1o make the statement which the
senator said was made in my note, Colonel King under.
?mgu;’:r an m‘?ni:;r the ume:'- awn q::‘-i: - l;hul

1 by some admission i the note recognised 1 rit-
ish title in Honduras, uo doubt felt astonished, hf:rl,:;

ent of the moral offence which such w misrepresentalion
carried with it, an assertion like that, wholly nn-ug‘pnrt-
ed by the lacts, and dicted by the d lore
ust, would have been an act of folly which he trusts he
islittle likely to eommit” T will read his speech from
the Globe, published after January 6, which he says is
carrect, for the purpose, not only of showiog this, bat
wnother and more imporiant fact ; and that is, that it is
certain, from the speech which the senator acknowledges
e delivered January 6, 1554, that he must have told Mr.

1 do not think it proper 1o pastpone the iderasion aod : ions was the organ of this bady to eom- | King that | had recognised British title and dominion at
discussion of this subject ‘“Y“Ilon “fw At that “.“:.El:w:: TI l.'uu:i“I;vﬁaluttg"l’rr:idenl~. n:d being uuctl,’; had the | Belize, The unnlg. speaking of Colonel King, on that
endeavoring to ;M"rt,h" ::i:ul oKin: that the Senate un- | kb 10 consult him while negotiating 1n behall of the | day said :

me by ihe ."; |l‘" ;'“;h ﬂ;jk:[‘iug ol the treaty of government. All the senator's remarks about underts- | g (old Mr. Cravson that if 1t oame thers for that pur-
deratood, at the 1 ""I‘|° T s d lencien were | UDg e dignity of this body by admitting that we had | poss it would not et  vote in the Sennte ; wod that tll this
1950, that B,’""i‘h P arbaing th ‘l.min‘l!iun in addition | 20 organ is anworlhy of any notice. | do not believe | day he supposed te project ol accepting this decluration
B ipiasy 1 b 4k, L ha7h siready. veried, b | that 427 seatistows on {his Hoor can show un leviesse | dad beoo 8Csdomé S4% dholchn Heny Sond poc i ows
:?:uwalhul the statement made (o me by M! King at {he | in which uny American Secretary of State undert to lI","l idow o nuhi‘f:t nll‘gfagh;d’w i m:woad i HH.E‘!“_

The exchange of ritications was correct, | woul
5:3'.: ?:{::-81; e statement of Mr. Mangum, lale senitor
trom Norl Caralipa. [ the debate which wus origin-
ated by the senator jiom Michigan, and o reply to that

senator, on the 171k duy of Junuary, 1553, Mr. Mangum
waid : _ :

o] marely wish to say, in order that it may go hl‘l?lu the
oounisy, that, na o member of the Commitee on Foreign
Helntions, it nover enterml inio my head, or that af any
sthee member of the commiinee, according to my recollec-
tion, that any British right, whethor ool or bad, to the Be-

lize, no mintler upder Wit pretenoe It was held, wis 10 be
aifected by the teaty valled the Clayton-Bulwer wenty.”

Here, then, we have the testiciony of the chairman of
the committee, and of another distinguished member ol
the same committee, to the fact that the whole commitiee
understood the subjact in the same way as their chair-
man; and yet the senator from Michigan still contends,
in the face of all this evidence, that the Senate of the
United Statea did not so understand it,

Sir, there was another distinguislied member of that

d | conduct the negotiations of a trealy here with a foreign

governmeal without communicating with the chairman
of the Committea on Foreign Relations of the Benule.
Doea the senatar recollect a0 far back in the history of
this body asthe time of the negotiation of the Ashburton
treaty ! On that occasion, precisely as in the negotia-

rius, bt he never thought of s belog set up ns the found.
ation of w pretension o establish a colony

That shows very clearly that the senator himsell and
Colonel King were in conversation in regard 1o the dec-
larations of the negotiators at the time of the exchange
of the ratificat of the treaty, and that Colonel Kirg

tion of the treaty of 1850, the Seeretary of State com
nicated constantly with the chairman of the Commitice |
on Foreign Relations. It was impossibl te |
with ull the other senators, althougn he and I both fre-
quently consulted with syme of them,

The senators of the United States are th
ul udvisers of the President N0 Secrelary or negotiator |
making a treaty here within the limits of this city, while
(he Senate is in session, ou&hl ever 1o be held excusable
for neglecting to consult with the members of the Senate
during the progress of the negotlation.

But my siluation was peculiar, and no man under-
stands it better than the senator from Michigan. | wan
serving as Secretary of State under n whig President
when & large, | may sy an overwhelming, majority
the senators of the United States, who were his conatitu-
nonal advisers, were democratic, Could | imagine by
that any influence of the Executive depar-

@ constitution-

commiliee, my succeesor in the office of Secretary of
State, [Mr. Webster ] He voted for the treaty, and no b ey
Il what is now d for by

doubt understood . il.
tne honorable senator from Michigan be true—that Be-
lize ot Honduras was included in the treaty—and he o
understood it, it would have been his duty when be be-
came Secretary of State, above hat of all other men, to
look into that matter, and not only to protest and remon-
strate against the continuance of the British occupation
of that place, but 10 have communicated to the Congress
of the United States the fact that the treaty had besn vio-
lated by the British government. Did he do any sech
thing ? No, air; he remained perfectly content with the
British occupation at Belize and its deépendencies. This
fact of itsell showed conclusively that that distinguished
ber of the Senate apd it Com ‘“'OE'FOIQI‘I Re-
{ations underetond he treaty precisely aa Colcael King
understood it, and as | undersiood it.  But, sir, [ know
of my own knowledge that that gentleman understood
the whole subject. i "
When he entered upon the discharge of the duties of
the affice of Secretary of State, he called at my house al
a tine appointed for the purposs, 1o gain information
from me in regard to the foreign relutions of the country
generally ; and in a Jong interview touching this treaty,
and mapy other subjecis, | explained 10 him everything
connected with the bange of raufi I did not
discover that he had ever entertained the thought that
the treaty incladed British Hounduras, or ihal there was
anything exceptionable in the notes which accompanled
the exchange of ratifications. ks
Then, I think L may turo 1o the senator from Michigan
himself, and ank hin why it was, that during the whole
periad which elapsed alter the formation of 1his treaty,
from the 4th of July, 1550, 10 the Gih of January, 1553—
a period of more than 1wo yesrs—il he believed that Be-
lize, or British Honduras, ‘was included in the treaty, he
himself made no motion on the subject 1n the Senate of
e United States, and never soughl to call the attention
of the eountry 1o the matter until he commenced the de-
bate upan the declarations of the negotintors in January,
15337 Is the senntor resolved to necuse himeell of a
want of patriobsm, or activity in maintaining his patri-
ot opimons and inteations ! 1s it not wonderfal, if he
believed during all this period that thie territory was oc-
cupied by Great Britain, in violation of a solemn treaty
for which hie voted, thal he neser made a single motion
in regard 1o it, and never atiered o wond ol compluint on

ment confd induce such a Senate to pass the treaty with-
outthe most deliberate investigation ! 1 never should
have thought ol making the treaty it 1 had not been as-
sured, as | was in writing beforehand by Colonel King,
that the prolromi treaty met the views of & majority of the
Senate, I desired their advice, not merely for the pur.
pose of ratitying the instrument, but 1 sought the benefit
of their counsel in nxing its terma. | knew their charac-
ter for wisdum, 1 had served with many of them for &
long period in this body. | wasanxious lo obtainall the
light they counld give me.

Lo the course of his elaborate speech, the senator from
Michigan held me_responsible for a statement made by
me on the 8th of March lust, in reference to the reporis
of his own speech of the previous Bih of Janvary, in
which he made hisattaek upon me. In order that | may
not be misunderstood in the reply which 1 am about 10
make to the senator upon that subject, [ will ask my

told him that he never thought of the claim of the Brit-
ish a1 Belize being set up as the foundation of a preten-
sion to establish weolony there.  Thoen, of course, he did
think that the declarations of the pegotimtors had so
changed the trealy that a colony cowld ha set up at Belize,
The senator continues, and puts that matter out of all
manner of doubt ; for 1n the very next paragraph of his
speech of 6th January, 1863, he says:

“It will be observed that the very terms of the treaty
seam framed o exclude such an effort ; for not only does
it provide that velther party shall fortify or eolonize, bot
that thoy shall not oscupy any part of the country ; and

aw wa have the authentie elaim w0 establish colonies in
Jentral America, but 10 what extent we are net yer told, ™

Thus we see that the senator stated that the declara-
tioas of the negotintors coostituted a ground on which
Grest Britain might set vpan authentic cleim to estab-
lish colonies in Central America. Then, did he not un-
derstand that I had acknowledged the British title in the
Belize? 11 I had so far compromitted my own govern-
ment us to aimit the right of the British government to
establish « colony atl Bolize, | had certainly admitied the
dominion and severeignty of Greal Britain over the Belize.
Further, sir, the senator on the 10th of January, 1553,
made another speech, and still the same idea remained
unchanged in his mind, He then said, talking of the
conversation between bimself and Colonel King:

“Imay not use the preciso language which he [Colonel
King] did, but the particaiar iders, and the general impros-
sion made vpon my mind, are clear that the only elaim
which be understood to be connected with British thterests
there was precisely the same as that which 1he senator from
Maryland Ell referred o, the claim to the right 1o cat log-
wood=—an nodefined right, ns { think the senator from Now
Youk hns spid—an undefined, unknown right ; and 1 will
repeat here that Colonel King never did suppose, unless |

friend from Louisiana 1o read the passage of the
of the honorable senator from Michigan to which 1 pur-
pose Lo 1\-1}5‘.

Mr, BE‘V AMIN read as follows:

* Mr. President, the honorsble seontor has commitied
grent eorors in his stmiement How and why, he slone gan
explain.  He ean find o vo remarks aetslly made by me
upon thet poeasion asingle word—oot one—which oharged
him with haviog recogaised the Britsh tide w Hondorus,
o with having sdmitved thay the westy did notapply w any
wrritary where Great Briin had aoy sort of elaim.  The
sennior says, that all the reporis of my remarks, which ap-
prated on thatand the sucoeeding day, will show that these
sharges were made by me This ls rather a looee roference
upon which to fonnd soch wn acousmiion. Bt let thnt pass,
1 do not know what version of my remerks be may have
et with § but this [ know, thatin the Congressionul Globe, |
i the Uion, and in the Natiooa! Tntelligeneer, wher they |
aro correctly reported, not a syllable (s to be found o sup-
prort ol this statemeant § nod no person, in or oot of the =en
ale, shoukd make such an asserton, without taming to one,
a1 least, 0l the fournals conmining authorized reporis ol our
procecdings, 1 do not know What olter papers or letise
writers may have mude me smy. | am oot responaible for
their orrars ; nor had Che senstor lrom Delawnre wright,
apon any parial wothority, v say that *all the reports of
wy remnrk noarred upon this subject. Wy, sir, indes
pendeat of the moral oillence which such & misrepresenia-
tion would bave carried with 1ty an wsseriion like thal,
| wholly uusapporied by the iacts, and contradicird by the
|4 1 be o us, wond have been an setof folly whioh, |

the satjeet ! | Jeave him to re le tin
reference to the matter with what he declares to have
been his opinion! Il such was ihen, or is now, his
opinien, he stands alone; Tor | do not believe hie has now
anoher senator who concurs with him.

The senator has sad that Me. King's pote 10 me, of
the 41k of July, authorizing me to state what | did in my
reply to Mr. Bolwer, “wos Lasty, and was 1o be ased
in conversation merely.” Just the reverse was ihe fact,
and the senator eertainly ought 10 have known it. My
note 1o Mr. King expressly informed him that 1 was
wiiling the reply ; 3
a charge of dllp\ll.tlf againgl our goverament, such as
thut we now pretend that Central America, in the treaty,
includes Bratish Honduras. | shall therefore say to bim,
in eflect, that such & construction was not in the con.
iemplation of the negotiators or the Senate at the time
of confirmation® This folly apprized Mr. King ol wha
| was about to say in the letter. Then | added, on the
credit of the assarances which he had before given me
in verbal conversation on the same subject, “may | have
yout pormission
explained by you,
10 the Senate before the vole was taken on the ireaty !
[ think it due to Trankaess on our parl.™  How is it pos-

wible that a letter written in reply 1o such a note as thal |

was 10 be used “in conversation merely ™ Mr. King
Irmnkly replied, as follows :

“ The Seanie periroily understood that the treaty did not
{natude British Hondume Fimnkuass batomes our gaver

ment ; bui you shouid be earalnl not 1o asmt any sXprewsion |

which would seem to recognise the right of England 10 any
portion of Honduras ™
The senator calls sach a note from Mr. King a basty
note | There had been, perhaps, a dozen conversations
hetwesn mysel| and Mr. E.m‘m reforence to this irenty—
| know not how many in reletence o this Yery poin, us
10 e pxelusion of Briish MHondurss—and we had a
thorough nndersianding on the subject.  Neiber of us
ever imagined, after inspecting the maps, that Belize had
anything to do with the treaty ; and herelore he was
Joat u-ao«uuhlr preparsd 1o wlarn me the answer
which | have read within a few hours alier my nole was
pent 10 him us be could have beon alier years
I desire, belore | procesd 10 another and more import-
ant point, 10 eorreet another error i the speech of the
senntor from Michigan. |a quoting from my remarks ol
e Sih of March last, as Lis speech is printed, | pereeive
ihat he ciles me us having sanl that *ibhe Brish protec-
tion in Central America was ol coarss disevowed by the
treaty.” | amid no such thing.  \Was that an error of the
ptess, or not? | pereeive it has gone forth in all the
copien ol Lhe senator's speech which | have met with ;
and 1iny are very numeroas.  The n seems lo have
been prunted in several other places belore it was de-
livered, and the same error 18 in &l the editions | bave

aen

What | dul say wan, that the trealy disarmed the pro-
wetorale, | do pot know 1hut the honorable senator is
wware of the difference between whnt | did suy wod what
e guoies me as having sald; but it seems lo me thal
there s ak mueh aiference an thare 18 belween the east
wd e west, | never thought of saying that the treaty
Ysavowed the protectorate, | merely wish o wscertuin
whelher that may not have bean & misprint. The senator
s idorm me.

Me CASNS,
senl the senator

I had no design in 1he world 1o misrepre-
I may have ased ihe torm “dwavow.
o" | know peefectly well, however, his ien, which
ba waied, that the piotectomate remaiied, but that the
teaty disarmed it of i obnoxions features.

Mr CLAYTON. Then, the sonator did not intend to
4o me that injastice, but it has bean done, The seaator
100k great exceplion 10 ome remarks made by me on a
lormer whieh ey 1 tha ehasman of the
Commiltes o i"unl‘n Relations tr_' hie M}‘ as lhe
ogan of the body lo comamunieate with the President of
e United States. |1 s sutficient for me (o say, ihat alier
some conmderable exparience as a member of this bhody,
[never bolore heard 1t doabted 1hat he was connicred,
1 the senen in whish we ordinarily nss that term, as be-
INE vur mpproprinte orgdn, wnd the nulyl;'?fﬂjﬂalt organ
:I[u..n body i commanicating with the Fresident of ihe

ited States in resprel 0 ihe loreign relations ol the

“otry, Ha s 1o all intents and parposes as much the
Vean of e body as the Sedratary of State Is, or has
T considered, the ofgan of the Fresident o commanis

:"1( b opipiona throagh the chairman back 1o the
Thle

Why i, if we had no mediam—I do not know wheth.

e honorable seaator prefers this word 1o the word
VA" —through whom we could communicale wilh

“ihat | wished 10 leave no room !m!

10 adil that the troe understandiag was
wn chasrman of the Foreign Relaiions,

1 trust, | atm lisde likely 10 eommit

M, CLAYITON It will thos be seen that the honor. |
able segmior from Michigan takes me to task for having |
said in March last ihat, according to the earher reports of I
s speech, e bad charged me with recognising the British
title tn Hooduras. 1 will show the senator the injustice |
which was done me in consequence ol his speech, and |
that whast | said was strictly trae of it. 1 hold in my |
hand the paper which on the very next morning pub |
Jished the report of bis speesh, as communicated by mag |
netic telegrmph.  This s but one out of a dozen papers |
in which, as | understand, the same 1elegraphic despaieh |
appenred. A very excellent reporter, who reporis for |
papers abroad, wis the aulbor of this report, as | under-
siand, and he communicated it 10 the Courer and Engui- |
cer, the Jourosl of Commerce, the Express, the Herald,
ihe Times, Tribune, Nationsl Democrat, and San, of
New York city, the North American and Ledger, of Phil-
adelphia, and the Sun and American, of Baltimore—a
dozen papecs, circulating the version of he specch of
whieh rcomphin among, | am' told, at least hall & mil-
Hion of readers ; and as thut wis (he lirst version that ap- |
peared, it was copled into the other papers throughout |
the United States, thus carrying to the country the idea
that | had, 1o the letter to Sir Henry Bulwer, acknowl- |
edged the British cluima to the Belize, and all this, too,
belure the letter itsell was prinied by the Senale,

|
r-;uum ol the speech of the senator, 1 will read (he ver-
| wion of the speeth, an given in the North American, of

|
| npoech.
| mlor b saying on

to what he himsell says is (he cofreet version

the 6th of January, 1533 :

“The Secmtary of Sinie had enclosed in the papem a |
by Me. Glayton, in wihich that |
neknowledged | take the coltivated fruits of the earth

|eopy of & paper drawn up
0, who was then Searolary ol Sinte,

| thimi rimr waire lully reco,
| mndd tetter of the traaty,™

|
I'o show the injostice which was done me in conse- |

Poiladelphia, on the next morning, and then | will turn |
of Lis | treaty of London of the 14th of
The North American report represents the sen- |

wered o an explanation placed dpon the treniy by | f
h government, 1n which wll the Britieh olaims in | 1o eut which the Brtish were allowed the possession,
guivedd, contrary o the #pirit | haye long disappenced [rom that region, so that the orig-

| inal purpose of establishing the settlement has passed
That statement | pronounced, in Mireh last, 10 be |

reatly misund 1 him, that the treaty authorized the
ritish to establish o British colony there.™

Now, | pulit to the senator himeell, whether il is not

| demonstrable and demonstrated that when be waited on

Colonel King the conversaiion waa just such as Colonel
King alterwards represented it 1o have been? They
were hath in error ; but both were made to believe, from
the senator's hasty perasal of the despatches betwees the
negotitors, that 1 had recognised the Buiush title in
Honduras.  There was the foundation ol all the mistake
which was made. Colonel King at once said that he
never authonized me to do that. On the contrary, we
know [rom his letier 1o me that at the very moment when
he was aathoriting me o state what | did state, he ad-
monished me to beware of any recogaition of the British
title in Hooduras, although he need not have done so;
tor o hall a dozen conversations we had both 'mncurrnd
that it shoull never be done, and thata proposition to that
effect ought never o receive a vole in the Senate.
The honorable senator hnd (bonght that day, in lns eon-
vergation with Colonel King, that | had recognised the
British title in this district of country, sod that I had so
far recoguised it e that Great Britwin pow held *“an
antheutic elaim 1o establish a eolony there,” which she
never did establish, and pever could conmistently with
any priociple of inemalional law, Now, will the sens-
tor, i the faee of what he bimsell said in the debate,
showing the impression on his own mind immediately

versatien wilh Colooel King be did pot tell him thal in my
communication with Sir Henry Bulwer [ bad admitted Brit-
ish title, dominion, or power io establish & colooy at Be-
lige ? S, 1 think the matter so clear that [ shall not
dwell upon it, and T leave the senator o0 do himsell the
justice of reviewing what he has said on that subject,
and | think bhe will fod that this is just exacily the
place where the error, amd all the misstatements and
mistepresentations which he has ever since made, origi-
nated, Iis misfortane is, that, having committed one
mistake, he has endeavored to sustain it by continued

misiepresenialions, e
Diges the senator nol know now the difference between a
colony and a seitlement ! This Lintle district of country,

about which thete bar been 0 much discussion, called
Belize, or British Honduras, presents a cuse so pecaline
i ite femtires that | do not believe you can find on the

| globe n parallel to it [tis very difficult for any man to

way what the British claim there is.  The senator will do
limse!l the jostice 1o admit, that in » subseqoent part of
thint same debate he ackoowledged that he did not un.
derstand —that there was something “indefinite and
unknown about it, which be dil not comprehend.

This is a subject which had occupied my thoughts to
some extent during the negotiation of the trealy. | waa
anxions (o do nothing which would admit Great Britain
to have noy other, higher, or greater power al the Belize,
which | knew or belioved ahe had selected for ulterior
purposes, than what she had acqaired before. What
was the power whii h she had aequired before ! By the

}ul?. 1760, she had ob-
twined the right 1o eut dyewood, mahogeny, and other
woods in that distrie, nurm that district only ; and her
setilers had no otber right given o them than o procure
tbe nntural products of the earth. They had no nght to
e fact is, that the
dyewood , maliogany, and all the woods that were ibhere,

away. [hereare now oo longer any nataral {raite there

falne, an it now clearly appears fo be anc, also, this (1o be obtained lor expotiation. The purposss for which

| whieh follows it :

b Bat s pow mppoared, for the first time, that M.-“,._I

Clayion and Bulwer understood 1hat the words 'i.‘rulr‘]I

| Ainerion’ In the treaty Jdid pot inslade if_c-mrul America, |

; botm part ol it med that to the rest of It Great Britain had |
to do me sbe thought hest

1&-! prower
| Having complained, in March last, of these falsehoods
| this eirenlated on the Tih of January, 1833, throughout
| the Upited States, by ball & million of newspapers, on
hes alleged authority, he now replies 10 me in the words
which bave boen rend by my frend [rom Loviniane,

We see, then, the passages already guoted from ' all
| the reports of his remarks which appenred o thet and
| the sacceeding day,” (1. ¢, the Oth and 7ih January,) do |
| show that these charges were made by him.
| Thus, it appears the senator charged me with having |
rocognived the British ttle in Honduras, and all the
claims she could make wpon it. The senalor smid he
was not responsible for uny reporis of his spenches |
which wern made, no matter how much injostice they
may have done me, except those which were made and
published in this city on the oceasion i
1 M, CASS. | did not say so; but I do not wiah 1o be
| interrupting the honorahle senator to explain,

Mr. Clﬁ\'um_ Will the senator tell me what he

il way ! h

Mr, CASS. | said that 1 was not responsible for all
thal newspaper teports or letler- wrilers may make ma
say ; but | saud, further, that any gentleman 1n onler o
ARCETIRLT whuli really dul say, should have looked at
one of the official versions published in (his eity.

Mr, CLAYTON, Then, I do not undersiand the
honorable seoator aa holding himsell responsible for the
report of his remarks in January, 1580, whieh | bave

ad / :
mMr CASS.  Nomaore than the gent.cman himself s
Mr. CLAYTON. Tuen, | understand him
Mr. CASS, s the senator responsible jor every tele-
raphic report of his speech !
» .\fl.l‘. Cl-‘r\’mﬂ, iy WL, ; y
Mr. CASS. Waeall know we conld pot live a minute
il we were 10 be held reapoasible for all thet the tele
may make us s
;rm. Ulfa\? [ON. TI{Q senntor saul that the report in
ihe (slobe was & correct veraiun of bie speech.
Mr. CASS | believe 1110 be po.
Mr CLAYTON. Tuen, | suppose
went his own ravision !

that report uoder- |

| The ri‘hI:'(In

the settle mally weni there do not now exin’.

.\‘rlln descended wpon Mexico by the
revolution of the latter country, and in 1536 Eogland ae-
quited by troaty the same nghts from Mexico that she
iad previously obtnined from Spain and no more, Then
what are her seitlers at Belize now ! They are merely
tenants &l suflerance ; for | ean Bod no bigher title, nght,
or elpim lor them of any charactes : this, in fact, consti-
tutes no title at wll. 1t is strictly and legally the right of
Mexico at_any time to insist on their evecuation ol the

| ternitory. Mexico may say 1o them there is no dyewood,

and no wood of way other kind now to be eut; there are
no fenits 1o be gathered ; the usulract to which you were
wdmitted has ceased, Buat Eogland retains her seitlement
there, and she retwing it by sallerance of the ecouniry
which bas the eminent domain—Mexico. As long as
Mexico does not remove her, | know no right we have to

ast as [ have ex-

andertake to do so,

Well, sir, understanding thia mllln[;
plawned it 10 the Senate st the time of the exchange of
these notes and the ratification of the treaty of 1950, | en-
denvored 10 avoid all admission of British title to the Be-
lize or its dependencies, It was outside the limits of the
trenty. |t was not a park of Cental America. | knew
that Gerent Britain hm; obitained her cession from Mexico,
and could justas eanily have obiaioed it from Guatemala,
il Guatemala had ever had any right. Then | was anxion
in exchangs with Sir Henry Bolwer, 1o say 1o him, ns
tid in effect way to him, “ihe right 1 do not meddle with—
| bave no proposition o make to yoa or lo receive from
you on this subjeet.” J

Mr, King beiieved that the whole objeet of the British
government in making A declaration was (0 obtain some
kind of recognition from this government of same legal
alwim or Utle on the part ol Grest Britain to this little sel-
tement at Balize or British Honduras.  And therelote it
was that Mr, King admonished me qll;un and again 16 he-
ware of a recogoition which Great Brtain could use in
pome [uture negotisbion, Al lo mn\ti:unﬁlhn treaty, il
was nonsense 10 wlk of that; for both Sit Henry Bulwer
and mysell nnderstood that we had no power 10 do it,
wid thnt any declaration which either of us or both of e
might mgke would be but ao imitstion of the Mexican
protocol, and w perfect brutum fulmen,

This stalement may explan to others who have not
looked into the matter before why it was that there was
so much aoxiely manifested by Colopel King that |
should not recognise the Buush right at Belize ; and,

p well the rep d monitions wh
given me, and wy own firm determination, as be thought,
that, under the impression whiel

on that subjeet,” | sa

had been conveyed 1o zim he meant to say tolhe senstor
Trom Michigan that hqkmj never authorized me 10 recog-
nien the Britsh title in Honduras. But most unfortu-
nutely for me, the opinion bl gone abroad, us we have
Seen in papers which Mr. King must bave seen, that |
had -rucnrund the British title there, and most unfortu-
nately, \ Begompanying it, went the other {alsehood
and statement thay | bad siated a positive untrauth in a
diplomatic note. [ sball not condescend to go into the
inguiry what motive [ could have had for such a stupid
poliey, for everybody now knows that | staled exacily
the truth.  And everybody wil! see, from the despatches
which passed between the atora ut the time of ex.
change of ratifieations, that
Kiog has since done me ihe justice o say that 1 did, fully
in accordance ﬂjw own opinions and views,

sir, 1 lely offies of of State ¢ few days
after the death of Premdent Tl%lﬂh whieh oecurred but
 ehiornt time after the exchange of ratifications, The rat-
ilications were exchanged on the 4th of July, 1550, and
on the Sih of that month the treaty was first published
with the proclamation of ident; and ¥-
ing it was a full notification 10 the peopls of the United
States of what eouniry was covered by the trealy. The
senator, by lookiog ut the National Intelligencer of the
8l of July, 1850, will see the treaty as then for (he first
time | 1, and ying it the editorial semi-
official annunciation of what was covered by it. It is
there stated that the treaty * does not include Belize or
British Honduras and its dependencies.” That was a
fuct which, being first published in that zﬂpor. Was re-
published Irom one end of the Union to the other at the
ime.

In u very few days after that, while | was still remain-
ing lbere and acting as Secretary of State for the time
being, at the request of President Fillmore, a message
was sent to Congress on the 15th of July, 1850, in which
the whole subject was placed before the country in the
plainest possible light, as 1 humbly think. In my com-
munication as Secretary ol Siate, accompanying that
message, will be found the following statement :

“A copy of the treaty concluded bLotwesn Great Dritain
and the {Jynlled Suntes (o regnrd to Central America is bere-
with subinined, lis engagements apply 1w bl the five
Stwtes which formerly composed the republic of Central
i and tmeir de dencies, of which the island of
Tigre wis a part, It & not recogniso, siliim, or deny
the title of the Breitish setiement at Belizge, which is, by 1he
coast, more than flve buodred miles from the proposed
canal in Nicaragna. The guestion of the Brililﬁ title to
this district of country, commounly ealled British Honduras,
nnid the small islands adjacant o it, slaimed as it deopend-
encies, stands precisely a8 it swod belore tho trenty. No
not of the late President’s administration has in nny man-
nor committed this government to tho British title in that
werritary, or any part of it."”

Thus Congress was informed of what the treaty con-
lained. A copy ol that message, which was sent 1o the
Huouse ol Representatives, was, as we all know, laid at
the lime upou the desk of the honorable senator from
Michigan, a8 well us of the other senators; yet, if [ un-
derstood him, bhe complained that he did not know that
the treaty did not inelude Belize and 118 dependencies un-
il wome two or three years ufterwards. 11 he did not
know it, it was notmy lauit. | did all 1 eould to give
him the information.

111 had remained bere, 1 have very little doubt that |
should bave sent these papers to the Senate.  The com-
mumieation of the fact that they existed, and the explana-
ton of them to my successor, was all that was due from
mie. |t was for him 1o send them here if be thought they
were worth anything. He koew as well as 1 did that
Congress had regarded such declarations as not worth
the paper on which they were written ; and that in the
case of the Mexican protoeol, Congress fully sustained
President Palk, who said in s message ol Lhe Sth Feb-
ruary, 1848, ihat *if the protocol varied the treaty as
u;nemlml by ibe Seaate, it would bave had no bindieg
elfect,”

The Mexican protocol was made on the 90 of Febraary,
1545, and was not sent 10 Congress by Mr, Polk until
the Sth of February, 1949, although a eall {or it had been
twice made 10 the House of Representatives. ['he sen-
wlor never complalued of that,
were never ealled for, though the facts disclosed by them |
were, s we see, [uily known.

'alier lenving Colonel King, stitl contend that in the cou- |

|

| Marcy has disavowed

The senator amerted, without the slightest foundati I|

acted exacily as Colonel | 1540

| Jununry, 1650, during which interview the note of the

qmtadd:mu to be perfectly fuir: but the President was
not satisied with di ie. notes—the engagements in
which might le violated therealter—and insisted that
these engagements should become part of a dipl
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the Senate when this whole subject wus discussed here
on the 2lst of Murch last. He said :

“1 jound that one of the first nets of Lord Aberdesn's

! ! iola-
tion of national faith. The British government could not
be hound without the guthority of her Britannic Majesty
formally conferred upon u Brilish plenipotentiary. The
American government could not be bound but by the acts
of the President and Senate. The declarations of the
Secretaries of State on either side, or on both sides, could
not make a treaty. Pending the negotiations for this
purpose, our goy | by our minister

eonvention, which could not be broken without a v

M wus | 1,
in Central America that, under the direction of Mr. Chat.
field, the island of Tigre, in the Gull of Fonseca, bad
been wseized by the British forces belonging to military
and paval expeditions Aited ot for that purpose ; and as
this islund was a dependency of the State of Honduras
on the Pacific side, [ immediately, by order of the Presi-
dent, instructed Mr, Lawrence that an explanation should
be required by him of the British government in regard to
these prweuimgl of Mr. Chathield. My note to Mr.
hwrem“ t.mh“ is purpose, under date of December 20,

** Glroumastnoces lead us 1o beliove that the sei

of they

NEW go wns 10 make wu overture o us for the
tement of tils diffionity down in m-u&nmm
urport of (he communiestion was, that the govemment of
er Brittmanie Majesty was dis nwu?;l‘u
asonable. [t was willing 10 recognise, it TROO -

thing re
nis the independent government that was set
Juan, With to te, Il‘ldl#

" the p | b
more thay to be wholly diseraburrussed from it, so
could without an wt{h vagrifice of tz of charily
and poternnl regard which It owed b n
fragatents of the Indiun tribes, which for two hndr%
yeurs hud been, o a certain exwnt, under its protéction,
wished unly 10 get owt af it with bosor and aredit.

“lpwas willing o go thero with the Unlted Siates snd
rent with the wunie|pal anthorites of San Jaan, and was
willlog that they should continue to go!

the
Amerlgan oltizens thoagh they were, It was w
they should eontinne in power under cover of the
Kiug, or they might the absolute so s
oxtond just sueh proteetion to the Indians
tions wnd wants |lgnnld require. They invited

there with them, in tresting with the muniai )
ties, mod il the arrangements coald be com , then w0

s w pretext lor aggression an the part
r?l‘ Mr. Chatlield be indeed n prupuxp:r
pencat of the views of the British eabiner, which we will
not believe notil ko informed from an aathentio source, the

will, therefore, an the receiptof this, forthwith address &
noto te Lord Palmerston, setting forth the proceedings of the
Drivish nsval and milinry sxped y the conduet ol
Mr. Chatfleld mentiwoned by our charge d'atfaires ; and you
will nsk him, in flrm but respectiul languags, lor a disn-
vawal of all wots of interlsrance, by M, Cﬁln‘lanid or others,
wiitch have for their object 1o extend the British jorisdie-
tion 10 any part of the Cenirnl American States. = Shonld
Lord Palmerston uvow the seizare, or any intention w oe-
cupy any porilon of Central Ameriea nndor uny pretoxt,
or tor uny purpose, you will immedlately enter the protest
of this govermment aguinst it,*

Mr. Lawrence replied on the S8th of February, 1850 :

“ Your instruclons to me were of such a character that |
felt it to be rxpedient 1o rend them 1o his lordship.”

With this note Mr, Lawrence transmitted a memoran-
dam of an interview with Lord Palmerston on the 271h

29th of December wus read by bim 1o his lordship. Lord
Palmerston informed Mr. Lawrence in this interview that
the object of seizing Tigre island was on nccount of debts
incurred 1o, and abuses commiited on, British subjects,
and for the purpose of coercing the Cendral American
States to payment and indemmity. ** [ repeat,” said
Lord Palmerston to Mr. Lawrence, * wm I ad-
dressed to you in the early part of this negotiation,
that Great Britain bas no inlention of annexing, set-
tling, or fortifying any part of Central America™ Mr.
Lawrence then alated that *he was instructed 1o demand,
belore Frmedm: any further, (inthe negotiation, ) u dis-
avowal on the part of her Majesty's government of the
act of Mr. Chatfield in the seizare 'of Tigre island ; that
the United States did not recognise the right of the Brit-
ish government to blockade or 10 seize the ions or
the property of these weak republics for the debts of pri-
vite individuals; that these clivms did not grow oat of
torts, but contruels, aml illustrated it by the forcible
seizure of a vessel as showing his idea of & tort.” To
which Lord Palmerston replied, ** that before requesting
the admiralty to furnish these naval forces for the suid
nrposes, he consalted \be law authorities of the

rown, who had given him the opinion that the govern-
ment would be justified in taking such a course; but he
added, that at the same time it was a question suscep-
tible of argument,” Mr. Lawrence then told him,
“ that in order that he might understand fully the views
of the United States, he would read (o him his instruc-
tions en Lhis subject in full, which he then took from the ta)te
and read through. He then told bim [Lord Palmer-

ston] “that e should ndd him a on

sooner we nre apprized of their intentlons the better. You,

by us as an advi
[ uumlin% such {rigndly onantenanco 1o the e
uants of the Todiane as ware 1eqaisite o secare % . N

internal vlolence, and prevent them from perishing
confess, that Illho!’ghl this & very reansonable and

faoe of the earth.
. 1' m.““
e
And now, let me ask, who would not? such a
communication as that of Lord John Rugsell, who would'
have considered that, in less thun six months afier, we
should have received such a communication on the same
subject as the letter now before us, of the Queen’s advo-
cale to Lord Clarendon? My honorable friend,
Secretary of State, in his communication t:t Il.l;.ﬂ!_iﬂ-l' ¥

the 16th of February last, confirmed m previons
! m'"fz. intentions ﬁo.f

impreseions entertained by me o
Great Britain in regard to the Mosquito Indiana.
SayA: . -
“The Dritish minister lins also been instrueted to .rl

to this departinent that, since Great Briain flrst nss .
the proteetion und delence of the Mosquito Indinns, the
positon of all i b 1 mamn.; d of ex-

| igaty over Cen marios,
prohibiting uil commerce oo the eoast under her swal .ﬁ
entirely lost her dominion over all paris of this v
The Mosquito [udians, instend of governing their owa |
ueeording o the customs ol thejr race, furnish only & 3
undl title by which foreigners trading ut San Juan gll m,
and along the Mosqgulto coast, necording to the ugages of the
elvilized Ettes, eavroise the offeciive government of the
country. In q of those changes, Groat Britale
insiead of having, as formerly, un interdst in the de 4
the Mosquito ludinns, for the sake of exempting & partof |
the territory of Central Americs lrom Spanish control, .‘i

i L BOW 0o

thereby obininln for her
Mosuiie:

othor interest in uito but such as she derives
honorable regurd 1o her old connexion with 1he
netions of Tndinns*

Again he adds:

** The British government regards the commities of gowe -
ernment of Slnflcl‘mn Del Nori.:, ubove referced 10, us In-
fict the real power which exercises authority in

of Central America. It would be n mater
10 Geeat Britsin whelber that authority was exero

i

n

the nnine of the King of Mosquito, or in the name of |
city of San Juan DquDnu ?t.'%lf; but it is desired
British gov that the » t state of

bo made to eonform to the reality, which ia not now
case ; but the governmenut being NominaLLy earried on in
the nume of the King of Mosquito, while it is REALLY exer |
eised by the comumites organ at San Juan

or Greytown, nader a popular election.”

Again he says:

_** The British government is not unaware of the di -
ties urising from the fuot thet certain neighboring Simtes
deoy al par thi b d of Mosgoi

this subjeet, and in which he should request [rom her
Maj-'lt{'ll goverument w disavowal of the act of Mr,
Chatfield in the seizure of Tigre inland.” To which he
replied that he had already sent orders 10 abandon Tigre
island, 10 leave it just where it was before it was taken
possession of by Mr. Chatfield, placing i1, however,
wilhin the diecretion of the admiral 1o do what seemed
1o him right.” In the same interview Mr, Lawrence
stated 10 Lord Palmerston, “that there was a feeling exist-
ing in the United States, and in Central America, that
Greal Britnin desired 1o possess itsell of territory not
only for eolonization, but also 1o eommand the keys of

The papers in this case |

the gieat proposed canal ; and that from the public news-
papers, as well as from private information, he had gath-
ered that there was o hody of men inelined (0 secure the
canal in the bands of British subjects; and be asked

in trath for s assartion, that | approved of My, Web- |
sler's arrangement, by which the town of San Jean was
laced temporarily under the dominion of the Mosquito

ing, whil:EJ arrangement, we see by the despatehes, Mr. ‘I
Equally unpardonatile, and 1o-
tally meonsistent with olher passages in his speech, and
with all the resuls wt which he himsell at last arrived,
us wo have seen, was that allegation which | find in
lis prioted speeel, but which | did not hear bim deliver,
* that almost the only sohstantial point upon which the
understanding of the negotiators was cleat and mutual, so
far ns we can judge [tom the avowed purpose of our eo-
conlracior, was hiat Hooduras and s dependencies
shoull be severed from the obligations created by the
fangwage of the treaty.”  Of his candor and consistency,
let uthers judge by this.  Then he ndds, ** nearly all else
weoma, 10 the opinion of the British government, to fall |
williin the ecategory of * whatever may be indefipite,” ns |
describad by the Hotish Secretary of Stale—wheiber with
oSt Binoerity or sarcasm, il 8 Do
judge.”  Here, stoeping his pen in gall, the senator con-
descenda to misquote and misrepreseni the Britinh Secre-
tary, who he knew well was—when specking of ** what
may be ol indelinite "—referring only to the Mos.
quito preteciorae, and not to the territory of Belize.
Ihere was somethiog far more injurious to him
than any sarcasn could be to me in such a disio-
genuous mistepresentation, Then, as 1o all his com-
plaints that the treaty bas been violated sinee | left the
office of Secretary, and that the British bhave now en- |
cromched upon Central Amenca as far, he says, as the |
Sarstoon river, what right has he to reproach me with
that ! Hie himsell is jusily liable to censure for having
miaide no effori to arrest il while we was in the Senate,
and | in private life. No violation of the Lreaty oceurred
while | was in the Department of Siate.

That elaborate speech which the senator from Michi-
gan delivered here contmned the vindictive lueubrations
of a whole summer, But at the close of it the honora-
ble senutor surprised s with o well-tempered aod, |
must say, a bughly able review of the pretensions of
Greal Broain in what really is Central Awerica, and
showed conelusively that abhe never had any title there.
Ihis renders it unoecessary for me o do what 1 should
have done, 1f he had not done it better before me, by ox-
plaining to the Senaie the eonstant aggressions and en-
cronchments of Great Britwin in this distriet, and the deter-
mination, which seems to hnve lasted through « great part
of two hundred years, to obtain a foothold there, and 1o
retain it in violaton of all treaties.  Yes, sir, na the sen-
ator saul, Great Brimin violated the memy of 1753 with
Spain ; she violated the treaty of 1758 with Spain ; she
violated the treaty of 1814 and il whal is eontained in
thess despatches of the 270 of May last be trae, she in-
tends also 1o violate the treaty in relation to the very
wame country made with us in 1550,

I'him despaich of Earl Clarendon appears so strangely
inconsstent with the former cluims and construction of
Grrent Beatmin, that | will briefly review some of the let-
ters of the British Ministers of Foreign Atfaire.  On the
wih of November, 1548, Mr, Lawrence wrote to Lord
Palmersion :

“1 have been instructed by the President to |nquire
whether tho Boitish government inteads o soonpy or oolos
nixe Nioaragas, Costa Hion, ths Monguite const, (s0 onlind,)
or any part of Cantml Amerion.™

On the 13th of November Lard Palmarston, (he thea
Brivish Secretary for Foreign Attaire, replied 10 Mr. Law.
rence ;

“beg to sy thet her Majsaty's government do not in-
tend to oo apy or eolonize Ni aragna, Costs Hios, the Mos
quite ponst, of Aoy part of Central Amerion.”

The same sesurance, and in the same words, had been
previonsly given to ‘our minister in London, in ] verbal
conversalion. Al this time both parties, as appears from
the correspondence, hnd agtvad to the principle of ab-
staining from any dominion or exclusive jolluence in
Contral Amarion,

The great obiject of (his agreement throngh the medi-
um of diplomatic notes was to exclude sach nation from
malntaining possession, dominion, or any sueh power on
the istlimus as might give It in time of war, the control
of the canals and radronds o contemplation.  We had
o p on the isth The Biitish bad no right
to a possassion there ; bl claimed and exercised it as pro
tectors of the (adians. And there could be no poasible
motiea for us 1o agres 1o paomii them o ocedpy, undot
pretense of protecting the lodians, while we enlend iuo

110 le bhoth from the isthmus.
%.hn eclarationa of (he Britiah Secretary, which | have

art of my task 10| |

Lord Pal n whether this were really s0.”  To this
Lord Palmersion replied, *“ibat there wia such a party ;
that he had been often spoken 10 on the sabject;
ihat e had given no encouragement to any such idea ;
but had said that, il monbuiilhad at all, it must be done
by Great Britmin and 1he United States, and dedicated 1o
the world at large; that in his declaration that ber Ma-
Jesty's governmenb did not intend to settle, annex, eolo-
nize, or fortify any purt of Central America, he was sin-
cere, wod the government wonld carry out these senti-
ments,"

Snch was the character of the declarations and repre-
sentations made 1o thin government by the British Sec-
retary of Foreign Affairs, pending the negotiation of the
treaty of 1850, There did not appear to be any mental
reservation or equivocation in this declaration. We were
not told  that Cooienl America was a term o be taken
* cum grramo saiis,” or that it meant anything more or less
thun the five Central American States, e mee il was
admitted that Tigre lsland, a dependency of the State of
lfonduras, on the Pacitic side, was in Central America,
and we koow (hat, in accordance with the British decla-
ration and assurance to us, the British wius there
taken down, and the flag of Honduras hoisted in its stead,
under a Briish salate of twenty-one guns, We knew
that the British government had, befote that time, Inid
claim to Roatan, an island on the Atlantic mde of the
States of lums and Guatemals ; bat whether that
island was or was not & part of the British West Indies,
ot n dependency of a Central Ameriean Stale, was u gues-
tion about which we might bave differed, and in relation
t0 which this governmant determined 10 leave the ques-
ton of right 1o be decided liereafier.

Roustan, and othiers of these Bay islands, are on the at
las ol the Society for the Diffusion of Usefal Knowledge,
oxhibited on the Seeretary's table, delineated an a part of
the “British West Indies,” We had no elsim to any ol
the “Bay islands.” If theme islands formed a of
either the Central American State ol Honduras or Guate-
mala, the trewty did not take them from her, nor grant
them to Great Britain, nor recognise her right to them.
If, on the other hand, th.i' rightiully belonged to Great
Britwn and not 1o Central America, the treaty did not
Em‘l_ua to interfere with her title by either denying or af-

rming it.  We made the treaty with the British deel

uito iribe of Indinnsnre linble every
norsions upon their oeritory.  They do m&’
a complete provision against this danger.

it, hawewer, their duty to do whnt is requ by ho
and humnanity in behalf of tha Mosquite nation ; de ;
at the same time that they *intend sirictly to uﬂm to 1t
treaty of Washington of the 18th of April, 1850, and not
nssine any sovereignty, direet or ind|

Amerien."

Sa much for the declarations of the Brilish govern."
DM il s viaes bave Sol il St
and his leg viser have carelu
any argument 10 castain their cnwml{hn. A dogmati-
cal as=ertion is never admitted 1 A8 RN 0r-

ument. Contented with asserting what | have already
isproved—that the negotintors of the tremty dlwﬁﬁ
understood and declared that Great Britain possessed :
and ahsolute rights over part of Cemtral America, which
wis neither renounced, nor intended to be renounced, by
the treaty ;" and, farther, that Great Britian had neitber
renonneed, nor intended 1o renounce, protectorate ;

the
bis lordship offers 1o negotiate aguin, and Iﬂ )
other lrntl on the same sabject ; a M"
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[
threatens that Great Brimin cannot permi u\#- .
or Honduras to assert, and still less 1o sssmme ot 10

establish by force of arma, over any part of M
right of asion which Great Britain has aly
nied, and still denies ; and that if either Ni

Honduras should still continue to make )
the MMTIJ o territory with that object it must be at
own peril. As his lordship has thought m!a
to my ® o and ref it to his legal adviser, [
not bexitate 10 reply in my place here to both,
ditficnlt thing o answer a man who makes an
without proof, and flers no reason for his
But the passage which | have quoted from hin Jord
letter is incorrect in nearly every par
opinion of his legal adviser contains but & si
tence which offers an argument to justifly his
of the treaty, and even that is not very
sentence to which | refer in this : y

“The first article (of the trenty) expressly reaognises the
fact thnt Great Ilmusn has, md{'!lllr 'elure ,dlmm
and atfords, and may atloed, protection to Hutes and

plo Ly Central Amerlon ; and only stipuintes that nqr-“
shall be made use of for the pariicolar pur therein
forbidden ; mod the maxim of construgtion, *

wniun enl exclunio alteriwa,’ npplies to this ariiole.”

From this, hie infers that Great Britain muy, in perfect

accordance with the treaty, protect the Muqnflo Indians

by force of armm @

" S0, too, (he thinks,) ahe may condact mn val or

military operations there, oither rl"nui.n “’43“".

and ejther alone or o alliance with any other nations or

States I wny part of Central Americn. ghl miy

do o (says he) if she absmins from Mcﬂp&bﬁ;ﬂm

ing, o wssaming, or exsrolsing dominion g
Remark, he is not quite sure that she may not do all

these things, even if, in performing them, she should be

driven 10 oceupy, fortily, or assume, or exercise

ion; but he has not a doubt that she may do

she rovided she abstains from oceupation,

tion before us—that Lord Palmerston was perfectly sin-
cere in his assorance that Great Britain did not intend 10
occupy the Mosquito coast, or any part of Cenirel
America

Such, I repent, was the character of the declarations
before the treaty, We know they continued to be the
same for a long period after the date of the treaty. In-
deed, the British construction of the treaty itsell, as com-
mun 10 the Senata by my honorable friend from
Massachuseits [Me. Evenrrr] in his communication ae-
companying the President’s message of the 15th of Feb-
ruary, 1560, wan directly the opposite of thal which we
are pow given 1o undersiand by the Earl of Clarendon’s
letter 1 the new British eonstraction of the treaty, though
bie serms to have heen aware that there might be then
some difforence of interpretation.  In Mr, Everere’s let.
ter panying that ge, and dated the 19h of
Fehruary, 1853, will be found an extract of & despatch to
Mr. Crampton, from Loed John Russell, then Minister of
Forsign Affairs in London, dated January 19, 1553, de-
claring that the British government “intend 1> adhere
striotly to the treaty of Washington of the 19th of Apnil,
1600, mad not o asswme any sovereignly, or indirect,
in Central Ameries ™ Snch was the British declaration
made to this government wboat the firm of the year,
1553,

Now, sir, [ ask, is it not humiliating %o compare these
reprated declarations, made both before and at the time
and affor the treaty, and even so late as January last,
with the present declarations of the Earl of Clarendon
and his legal adviser, Sir John Hardiog ! Compare the
declaration and construction placed upon the ireaty in
Janunry last with that now before us, They then said
ihay wonld not assume “any sovereignty, direct or indi-
rect, in Cenltral Ametion ™ and admitted the loree of the
treaty which bonnd them not 10 do so. There was no
resarvation in that declaration about the Bay islands,
They disclaimed sovereignty, “direet or indireet,” in all
Centeal  Ameries, y avowed no determination to
maintain dominion in the Mosquito King; snd mnder
enver, of in viftoe of their allance with kim, 10 rale or
oectpy the country, impreasion made by the decla-
ations of the Brinsh government on the mind of oy hon-
orable friend, [Mr. Evenert,] was generally in acrord.
anee with the impeessions which their prior deelarations

fieation, or dominion.

Now, the first asticle of the treaty is divisible, and m
cosmarily divided into two clanses. The first part of
article provides that Great Britain *shall not oe 'y
fortify, o colonize, or » Of i v domi
over any part of Central America. or the Mosquito
eonst,” [[ nothing had been added to mn!unbm

aid that

i}

0

man ol comman honesly would have »
thinge which are prohi we, Or under
any pretext. 1l a man covenants that E:?ﬂll not oceupy
in his awn night, ot in the nght ol any other person.
Englishmen themsalves have taoght us thewr common-
:o give it up, or not lo meupydilll :hl! gxﬁmm. .
oase, cannnt set up an outstanding ttle in
retain &mﬂnﬂllan ol the farm hy knyim%
matter how delective the title of
may be, the tenaat 0 bound by his covenant.
an engagement with A not 1o occupy the house
or
tenant under any other person.  The Koglish maxim
in the mouth of every common-law student—" gui "
per alivm fueil per s ut the British minister
nul this clause, and ocenpy, &e., in right of the i
becanse we expresssd the intention to exclude the
oblain that very decupation.
Alter providing that \hey shonld not pccw
not make use of any protection which they
affard, or any alliance which they have, or
ing,” &e 16 lordship's logal adviser thin
clanse, whieh was introduced into the
edged it, and anthorized Kn
which she was prohibited to do in the former p
the lpg‘]iulion ol the lega
ing. The one thing expressed is the

Britain could not muty. could not do any of
ited, for any
a farin, he eannot tuke or keep the possession of it, eithet
law pringiple—that & tenant on a larm, who has agresd
of his
title.
?.ro.“ .
cleacly violated by entering the hoyse asa
nndd his | wiviser instrucia him, thal he can in
government from making use of their Indian allisnce
aelves, it was also provided (i the trealy :w \
ot with an¥{ﬂia1a or peaple, for the pu
purpose of disarming their mm%
gland to do the
artiele. It will probably puzzle any jarisl o
rl'nnxim q{m,

the trea nrpﬂ- it ibla that either
or lhﬂ}% m.nr:.or nlt::.m .

had mude npon me. ose improagions were fully given
by him in that admirable speech which he delivered in

afford 10 some State or le in Ce
considers this an ump.:gkm'hwtu

1%



